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Looking Back  

GRAPHIC IV A Night to Remember  
4th Annual Art Bra Fashion Show and Art Auction was May 22, 2010  

 

Against the backdrop of the magnificent Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum a sell -out crowd of 650 

guests gathered for an evening of support, celebration and 150 imaginative art bras. The highlight of this 

emotional and powerful evening came as breast cancer survivors took to the catwalk to model a 

dizzying array of these wearable masterpieces. In a heart wrenching and stark reminder of breast 

cancerõs reach, one of these beautiful and brave survivors collapsed as she made her way down the 

runway. Thanks to the immediate care and support she received from many of the medical professionals 

in attendance, the model was released after a brief hospital stay and is expected to make a full 

recovery.  

All funds raised from Graphic IV and sales of the 2010 Art Bra Calendar commemorating the event 

benefit the Pink Ribbon Cowgirls, BCRCõs peer support program and social network for young survivors.   

BCRC on the move in Hays County!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1301 Wonder World Dr., San Marcos, TX  78666  

512-753-3821 
 

BCRC has moved into Hays County!  Following the 

same successful expansion model we used in 

Georgetown, this new Cancer Resource Center will 

make materials and information about ALL cancers 

(including breast cancer)  available to the community. 

Partners  in the Hay County office include American 

Cancer Society, Austin Affiliate Susan G. Komen for the 

Cure, Community Action,  LiveStrong, Wings and Team 

Survivor as well as other cancer service providers.   

 

With support from a  St.Davidõs Foundation grant that 

has helped fund a part time patient navigator position, 

Desiree Chegin, has been hired for Hays County.  

Along with our patient navigator, several staff 

members will be working to get this BCRC office to 

be an integral part of the community and Hays 

County.  Phyllis Rose, our Director of Volunteers, is 

working to get volunteers to help staff the office so 

it will be  open  more hours each week.   Jessica 

Pavelka, BCRCõs bilingual patient navigator, will 

be in Hays county two days a week.   

 

BCRC searched for a location that had office 

space and  room for  support group meetings as 

well as space for one on one consultations.  

Central Texas Medical Center offered us a large, 

central, beautiful  space with book shelves for our 

library, easy access, space just outside the office 

for materials  for  hours when the office was 

closed, and  a computer for people to use to get 

information at all hours just down the hall.   CTMC 

has also generously donated  phone access,  

computer and internet access , office furnishings 

and wonderful support to get this office going!   We 

owe special thanks to Gary Jepson, CEO of CTMC 

and Lana Cameron, CNO/VP of  Nursing Services 

at CTMC for their extra efforts on our behalf.  

We are looking forward to partnering with Texas 

State University, the Texas State Cancer Awareness 

Month, Community Outreach (CAMCO), the 

physicians , the radiation oncology and medical 

oncology offices in the county.  

Looking Ahead  

BCRCõs 15th Annual Champagne Brunch & Auction  
 

As empowering as it is emotional, BCRCõs Annual Champagne Brunch has served as a galvanizing kick 

off to Breast Cancer Awareness Month since 1995. Last year, Stephen Moser of The Austin Chronicle 

recognized the event as one of the òTop Nine Charity Fundraisers of 2009,ó mentioned the silent auction 

was òhands down, the best silent auction in town.ó  This yearõs auction promises to be even better!   

On September 26, 2010 the tradition continues with the 15 th Annual Champagne Brunch & Auction 

which will be held at the Renaissance Hotel. This yearõs special guests includes: 

Sarah Weddington, Key Note Speaker  

Lawyer, teacher, author, public speaker and breast cancer survivor  

Special guest appearance by Shannon Sedwick of òEstherõs Folliesó  

Christy Pipkin, Honorary Chair  

Humanitarian, activist, Executive Director of The Nobelity Project & two -time breast cancer survivor  

Sarah Lisle, BCRC Client Testimonial Speaker  

Two-time breast cancer survivor, Pink Ribbon Cowgirl and GRAPHIC model  

Music during the silent auction will be provided by Tahni Handal , including her song, òStonger 

Again ,ó written to raise awareness about cancer 
 

In addition to these guest speakers and an exciting auction,  the 15 th Annual Champagne Brunch will 
feature a Special Remembrance Ceremony to honor the memory of the many brave women we have 
lost to breast cancer since October, 2009. If you have family, friends, patients or clients whose names 
and/or photos you would like to share with us, please email dianna@bcrc.org . 
 

Please check www.bcrc.org  for tickets and sponsorship information.   

http://www.myspace.com/tahnihandal
http://www.myspace.com/tahnihandal
mailto:dianna@bcrc.org
http://www.bcrc.org


Grants at Work  

 

The BCRC has received wonderful support from foundations this 

year. We thought you might want to know who is helping us and 

the highlights of what these partnerships provide.  

 

The St. Davidõs Foundation has been our long -term partner and this 

year is no exception. The foundationõs generous grant gives us 

substantial salary support for all of our navigators enabling the 

BCRC to offer navigation services free of charge. Their 

underwriting also allows the BCRC to be in five of our six offices, 

making it easier for women to access us. Thanks to St. Davidõs 

Foundation for their commitment to women and their families 

affected by breast cancer.  

 

The Austin Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for the Cure , another long -

term partner, brings bilingual services to medically underserved 

clients at Brackenridge Hospital. Facing this diagnosis is daunting 

but trying to understand the diagnosis in another language adds a 

layer of difficulty to the experience. The Komen Austin Affiliate 

understands this and makes it a priority to serve vulnerable clients.  

 

We are also in the first full year of a two year grant with The Shivers 

Foundation . Five years ago, the Shiverõs Foundation helped us 

establish our offices in Williamson County. The purpose of this grant 

is to increase our volunteer initiatives. Phyllis Rose, BCRC volunteer 

coordinator, is having great success launching the As - Sisters 

program which this grant makes possible. As - Sisters are volunteers 

helping diagnosed women with everyday practical assistance 

and reaching out to older women with breast health information .  

 

Young Texans Against Cancer  gave a substantial grant to our 

young survivor program, The Pink Ribbon Cowgirls. The PRC 

program is using these funds to reach out to previvors, provide 

patient assistance and improve technology.   

 

2010 marks the fourth year that we have received increased 

funding from the National Breast Cancer Foundation for free 

mammograms for uninsured women under the age of 65. This 

funding enables us to work with St. Davidõs Hospital facilities as well 

as the Seton Mobile Mammography unit to make early detection 

affordable.  

 

We received a grant for the Lola Wright Foundation  to improve our 

database and other technology needs. This improvement means 

that we will have the capacity to better capture our clientõs 

feedback and use that feedback to consistently improve our 

services.  

 

Finally, Chaparral Womenõs Group in Round Rock increased their 

donation this year so that we can help needy women in the 

Round Rock area stay in treatment with assistance for co -pays, 

wigs and transportation. In these hard economic times, this type of 

assistance is greatly needed. If you are a part of a foundation or 

giving group that can help us with this please email 

mail@bcrc.org.    Gifts small and large (grants, events, workplace 

giving, corporate and individual donations) are all part of what 

allows the BCRC to offer existing and expanded services.    

Heartfelt Goodbye to Executive Director  
Vivian Smith as She Retires  

& Welcome New Team Members  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The BCRC announced the retirement of Executive Director 

Vivian Smith earlier this month. Vivian dedicated her time as 

executive director since June 2008 to furthering BCRCõs mission 

of supporting women diagnosed with breast cancer and their 

families as they deal with the life changes, by providing 

knowledgeable guidance and insightful direction.  

 

Vivian served on the BCRC board of directors from 2001 -2008 

and functioned as board president from January to May 2008. 

In her two years as executive director, she played a key role in 

securing the 34.5 percent increase in the BCRCõs budget and 

assisted with its geographic expansion across Texas ð 

specifically the newest office location in San Marcos at the 

Central Texas Medical Center.  She will be greatly missed.   

 

The BCRC team gives a warm welcome to Kathleen Coggin as 

she transitions into her role as the new executive director. 

Kathleenõs experience as director of in-home care and 

caregiver services for Family Eldercare exhibits her caring 

nature and ability to further develop an organization. The BCRC 

team is also honored to welcome new Chief Development 

Officer Bonnie Welch. With experience as director of 

development of Care USA, Bonnie will assume her role with 

exceptional expertise. The collaborative members of the BCRC 

team are looking forward to the organizationõs growth under 

the leadership of Kathleen and Bonnie.  

Austin Race for the Cure is  

Sunday, November 7  

 

 

 

Our team, Pink Ribbon Cowgirls, wants you to join us!   

Our  goal is to rally against cancer, fundraise, get active,  

have fun and unite as strong survivors!  Survivors, friends  

and families are all invited to join us.   

 

Registration is $30:  www.komenaustin.org  

 and type in under team Pink Ribbon Cowgirls  

 

Contact Runi Limary at 512 -544-0907 or  

runi@bcrc.org with questions.   
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Join TEAM BCRC in the Mamma Jamma  

Ride Against Breast Cancer!  

 

On September  25, 2010, at least 21 riders will be 

participating as members of TEAM BCRC in the Mamma 

Jamma Ride  Against Breast Cancer at Reunion Ranch in 

Georgetown, TX.   Thereõs still time for you and your friends to 

join us!   

 

Each rider is pledging to raise $500.00 (or more) to support 

breast cancer services in Central Texas . The BCRC is among 

10 nonprofit organizations to benefit from the ride proceeds.  

Last year, the ride raised over $550,000 in itõs inaugural year! 

This year, TEAM BCRC has set a goal of $20,000.00 and we 

would love to double the size of our team.  Join us!  Team 

members vary in cycling experience and many of us are first 

timers.  There are a variety of distances from  13, 27, 46, 70 

and up to 100 miles .  
 

This year, TEAM BCRC is inviting businesses to be sponsors .  
AMPLIFY Credit Union has joined this effort as our first 

$1,000.00 sponsor.  For more information about sponsoring 

TEAM BCRC or joining our team, contact mgallece@bcrc.org  

You can support TEAM BCRC via the link below. http://

www.mammajammaride.org/site/TR/Ride/General?

team_id=1930&pg=team&fr_id=1050  

Upcoming Events  

 

July  

29-Antoneõs òFor Cliffordó 

31-Austin Aztex Soccer Game -House Park  

 

August  

10- òCocktails for a Causeó at The Roaring Fork (North)  

20 - Suzyõs Soldiers Golf  Tournament & Gala 

25 -10th Annual Eat the Heat  

 

September  

5- NXNW Anniversary Party  

9- The Smile Never Fades Gala  

25 ð  2nd  Annual Texas Mamma Jamma Ride  

26 ð 15th Annual Champagne Brunch & Auction  

TBDð òDrink Pinkó event 

TBDð TGRA Golf Tournament  

 

October  

13- Pink Heals Tour Georgetown  

20- BCRC Golf Classic  

31- òDrink Pinkó Scaraoke 

TBDð Scare for a Cure  

 

Please visit us online at www.bcrc.org  for details.  

GRAPHIC IV 

Thank you to our Generous Sponsors  

Master  

Renaissance Womenõs Group 

Texas Oncology Physicians Association  

 

Virtuoso  

Apothecary Shop Pharmacy  

Austin Center for Radiation Oncology  

Austin Plastic Surgery Institute  

Carrington Legal Placement  

M. Scott Haydon, M.D.  

Longhorn Health Solutions  

Patricia & Jim Mercado  

 

Artiste  

Janet Bray & Mark Weiss  

Michele & Brent Burton  

C.K. Pilates, LLC-Cynthia Kreider  

Barbara Formichelli  

Trisha Fortune-Ryan, Inc.  

Cheryl & Jim George  

 

Muse  

Austin Skeletal Trauma Specialists  

Jill & Jim Butler  

Robert Josef Cross  

Crush Advertising  

Donna DiCarlo  

Lulu Flores 

Garments to Go, Inc.  

Hilton Austin  

Karen Holody  

Mark Larson & Terri Cossetti -Larson 

Leah May  

Jack Moher  

David Moiser, M.D.  

Rehabilitation & Conditioning for Animals -Deborah Carroll  

John Sandbach, M.D.  

Michael & Susan Sharlot  

Vivian Smith  

Bernie & Claudia Tejada  

Sarah Weddington  

Carol Willingham  

 

In Kind  

Avenue Five Institute  

Bona Dea Bread  

Catering by Rosemary  

Cover 3  

Cupprimo Cupcakery  

Ginnyõs 

J Blackõs Feel Good Lounge 

Jose Luis Salon 

News 8 

NXNW 

Pie Fixes Everything 

SicolaMartin  

The Belmont  

Underwear  

Wyatt Brand  
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